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THESPUBEIC LIBRARIES OF MASSAGHUSE] Io; 


By Henry S. Nourse. 


HE builder of the earliest store- 
house for books of which we have 
any trustworthy account caused to 

be inscribed over its portal the legend : 
PSYCHES IATREION —A Treasury of 
Medicine for the'Soul. ‘There are numer- 
ous well-furnished public libraries in 
Massachusetts not unworthy to wear the 
same title, although they have visibly 
little in common with their Egyptian pro- 
totvpe. Unlike those of ancient, me- 
dizval, or even comparatively modern 
days, they are not merely bibliomaniacs'’ 
museums, workshops for scholiasts, or 
cloisters for the use of an aristocracy of 
literary sybarites ; but rather may be said 
to serve as granaries, wherefrom to satisfy 
a popular appetite already voracious, and 
one that grows the faster the more it 1s 
fed. ‘heir first aim might almost be 
thought to be to meet the increasing de- 
mand for mental stimulants and mental 
opiates ; for it is not to be denied that 
their most constant patrons do not crave 
costly or rare intellectual viands, nor 
even strengthening food ; but seek amuse- 
ment, distraction from care and ennui, 
solace in loneliness, occupation in hours 
of idleness or weakness. Many of these, 
however, do derive, often unconsciously 
perhaps, tonics for mental debility or 
medicaments for the soul. 

Pessimistic critics can see little that is 
hopeful in the unquestionably lamentable 
fact that a large majority of book bor- 
rowers give evidence of a low literary 
taste; that the average reader prefers 
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the brummagem to solid worth, the vapid 
novel to converse with genius, the but- 
foonery of the clown to the fancy of the 
masters in wit and humor. But if the 
censors locally elected for the duty are 
worthy their high calling, and do their 
duty in excluding that which is unwhole- 
some, the free public library always 
proves a fountain of refining salutary in- 
Huences. It awakens new aspirations in 
some, inspires effort in many, extends 
the intellectual horizon, and tends to 
elevate the standard of living in the com- 
munity, and to add to the sum of human 
enjoyment. Not its least value is this, 
that it lessens the number of those whose 
desire for knowledge and yearning for 
romance find satisfaction in the dis- 
tortions and exaggerations and inanities 
of the cheap weeklies. ‘The youth who, 
by the neighborhood of a choice read- 
ing-room or library, are privileged to 
enter into intimate fellowship with the 
regal minds of the ages, to commune with 
“the assembled souls of all that men 
hold wise,’ can hardly fail to assimilate 
something of value, to absorb many in- 
structive and ennobling lessons, and be 
made by it happier and better men and 
women, more valuable citizens of the re- 
public. If the library served only as an 
anodyne to the weary and suffering, and 
a pastime for the idle, it would, at least, 
be innocent compared with the narcotics 
with which, but- for books, these might 
seek solace. Literary dyspeptics are less 
costly to the state than dipsomaniacs. 
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When Mrs. Sheridan sought to flatter 
Dr. Johnson by telling him that she had 
always restricted her youthful daughter’s 
reading to the Ramdéler, and similar im- 
proving works, he said: “Vhen, madam, 
you are a fool! Turn your daughter’s 
wits loose into vour library. [f she ts 
well-inclined she will choose only nutri- 
tious food ; if otherwise, all your precau- 
tions will avail nothing to prevent her 


1845, appropriated from the state’s 
school fund a bounty of fitteen dollars to 


each district which should raise a like’ 


sum, and devote it to the establishing of 
a library. This plan of attaching to each 
common school a small select collection 
of books did not originate, however, in 
Massachusetts ; it was inspired by a New 
York enactment of 1835, which has been 
followed, with various changes of detail, 


Public Library Dedham 


following the natural bent of her in- 
clinations,”’ 

long ago, Thomas Carlyle, echoing 
what Socrates and Cicero had said cen- 
turies before, told the world that ‘the 
true university of these days is a collec- 
tion of books.” In 1837, intelligent 
appreciation of this truth seems to have 
influenced the legislators of Massachu- 
setts, when they fostered the establish- 
ment of district-school libraries, by en- 
acting that each legally constituted school- 
district in the Commonwealth might 
found and maintain a library for the use 
of its children, raising for the purpose by 
taxation a sum not exceeding thirty dol- 
lars the first year, and not to exceed ten 
dollars per annum thereafter. This law 
failed to secure the results anticipated, 
until a legislative resolve which was 
passed in 1842, with the supplementary 
provisions added in 1843, 1844, and 


by most of the states of the Union. ‘The 
scheme has met with very unequal suc- 
cess; in many states having failed 
from the outset, or soon lost its useful- 
ness; In a few proving more or less 
satisfactory, and flourishing down to the 
present time. ‘The literature by this law 
disseminated throughout Massachusetts 
was of a thoroughly patriotic and health- 
ful character, and in most respects wisely 
chosen by the town committees. Har- 
per’s Family Library figured quite prom- 
inently in the lists. But books especially 
adapted for the juvenile mind were con- 
spicuously avbsent, and an unduly heavy 
per centage of the volumes were those 
“which no well-regulated library should 
be without.” The lack of provision for 
replenishment with new matter soon much 
limited the use of the books, and in time 
the death of the district-school system 
scattered them. They contributed greatly, 
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Bridgewater Public Library. 


and, in many towns being included with 
larger collections, continue to contribute 
to the intellectual well-being of the com- 
monwealth. 

If many instances of the unrestricted 
exercise of a privilege presume an un- 
denied authority for it, it might be ques- 
tioned whether the Massachusetts legisla- 
tion of 1851, permitting municipalities to 
raise money by taxation for libraries, was 


not in the main superfluous. The gen- 
eral act of that year seems a natural 
corollary to a law of 1850, which pro- 
vided for the gradual abolition of the in- 
dependent school-district system which 
had been in vogue from revolutionary 
times; although it is a suggestive coin- 
cidence that the first Public Libraries Act 
in England was also passed in 1850. 
The proximate impulse that led to the 


Thayer Public Library, Braintree. — Gift of Gen Sylvanus Thayer. 
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law of 1851 was, no doubt, the prolonged 
discussion in Boston of the social and 
patriotic need of a library which, unlike 
the institutions existing at that day, should 
be especially adapted to the wants of the 
less cultivated classes of citizens—a 
library not for scholarship, but for 
humanity. A special act authorizing 
the supply of this need was secured in 
1848 ; and such leaders in public opinion 
as Josiah Quincy, Edward Everett, Robert 
C. Winthrop and George Ticknor lent 
their wisdom and energy to the building 
of the new institution upon a popular and 
substantial basis. Mr. Ticknor’s tireless 
enthusiasm carried so much influence, 
and his liberal views have so impressed 
themselves upon the constitution of pub- 
lic libraries, that he has not inaptly been 
called the father of the free library system 
in America. 

The Massachusetts law bestows upon 
towns and cities the right to establish 
and support public libraries for the use 
of their inhabitants, and to provide rooms 


It empowered the municipality to receive 
and administer any devise, bequest, or 
donation for library uses within its limits. 
But the privileges accorded by this act, 
which received the approval of the gov- 
ernor May 24, 1851, had apparently been 
assumed by a few towns long before, 
under a liberal interpretation of the 
school library legislation of 1837-1845, 
and especially of the resolve of 1843, 
which applied to the few towns not dis- 
tricted. Nahant’s School Library dates 
from 1819, having its origin in a dona- 
tion to the community. Arlington’s 
library, it is claimed, has been free to the 
town’s people, and supported by annual 
appropriations, since 1837. More than a 
century before this state legislation, how- 
ever, the idea of a town library, was no 
novelty in New England. Books in early 
colonial days, when rigid economy was 
compulsory, were far from abundant, were 
chiefly of a devotional or theological 
character, and their cost was so consider- 
able that, even among professional men 


Petersham Public Library. 


therefor, under such regulations for their 
government as may be prescribed from 
time to time by the inhabitants of the 
towns, or the city councils. It authorized 
for the foundation and maintenance of 
such libraries a limited appropriation 
based upon the number of ratable polls. 


of the highest classical scholarship, a col- 
lection of one hundred volumes was very 
rare. - The town library, when it existed, 
was therefore .in the form of a few folios 
or quartos, or perhaps a single huge, en- 
cyclopedic tome, kept in the meeting- 
house for general reference. 
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Duxbury Free Library. — Gift of Mrs. George W. Wright. 


What weighty lore was stored in the 
first ‘public library’’ of Boston, men- 
tioned in the will of John Oxenbridge, 
and under what regulations it was man- 
aged, is not discovered; but in its in- 
ception and administration the town ap- 
pears to have felt no lack of the authority 
conferred by the legislative action of 
1851. It accepted the legacy of pounds 
sterling and volumes which founded it 
from the estate of the eccentric merchant 
tailor, Captain Robert Keayne, and as- 
signed a room to it in the new Market 
House, built in 1658. Of the original 
nucleus of the collection we have only 
this description from the will of Captain 
Keayne: ‘And though my bookes be not 
many nor very fitt for such. a worke, 
being English and smale bookes, yet after 
the beginning the Lord may stirr vp 
some others that will add more to them; 
and helpe to carry the worke on by 
bookes of more valew, Antiquity, vse, and 
esteéme.”’ In 1682, the selectmen paid 
David Edwards thirty-four pounds ten 
shillings ‘for severall things he brought 
from England for ye vse of the Library,’’ 


that sum being credited to ‘Captain 
Robert Keayne’s legacie for ye vse of 
sd Library.” In 1695, some of this 
literary property of Boston seems to have 
gone astray, for the voters in town-meet- 
ing assembled instructed the selectmen 
to demand wherever found, and take care 
of “all Bookes or other things belonging 
to the Library.” In 1747, the Town 
House was burned, and with it probably 
Boston’s first free public library. 

That Concord had a public circulating 
library in 1672 is attested by instructions 
that year given by the freeholders, “That 
care be taken of the Bookes of Marters 
and other bookes that belong to the 
Towne, that they be kept from abusive 
usage, and not be lent to persons more than 
one month at one time.” Among the 
chief treasures of print in Wayland’s public 
library are some folio works of Richard 
Baxter, part of a gift from the Hon. 
Samuel Holden of London, received in 
1731 for the use of the church and con- 
gregation in the East Precinct of Sudbury. 
Church and town in Massachusetts were 
then practically inseparable, the meeting- 
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house being the 
public arena where 
the people dis- 
cussed and settled 
in due form. all 
matters of local 
improvement and 
finance, as well as 
of parish adminis- 
tration. These fo- 
lios formed a town 
or precinct library 
in the modern 
meaning of the 
words. The voters 
of Lancaster, at a 
regular town-meet- 
ing, March 22, 
1731, established a free public reference 
library, by ordering the purchase of a 
single folio, a ponderous volume of nine 
hundred pages— Rev. Samuel Willard’s 
“Complete Body of Divinity” — and _ in- 
structing the selectmen to make §suit- 
able “provision for the keeping of it 
in the meeting-house for the town’s 
use, so that any person may come there 
and read therein as often as they shall 
see cause; and said book is not to be 
carried out of the meeting-house at any 


Ceres thie ae fo hate 


Stockbridge Public Library. — Gift of Hon. 
John Z. Goodrich. 


time by any person, except by order 
of the selectmen.” 

Among libraries historically famous is 
that of the town of Franklin, established 
in 1785 by one who was described by 
the grateful pastor of the parish in a dis- 
course celebrating the memorable event 

as ‘the ornament of 
genius, the patron of 
science, and the best of 


town was named in honor 
of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, 
and it was suggested to 
him by a nephew that he 
could most appropriately 
acknowledge the compli- 
ment paid him by giv- 


Public Library, Princeton. — Gift of Edward A. Goodnow. ing the townspeople 2 
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dge Public Library. — Gift of Hon. 
John Z. Goodrich. 
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men.” lrthe September 
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importatin_works: This 
town was named in honor 
of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, 
and it was suggested to 
him bya nephew that he 
could most appropriately 
acknowledge the compli- 
ment paid him by giv- 
ing the townspeople a 
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bell for their meeting-house. Franklin, 
who was then the American minister at 
the court of France, had his own opinion 
of suitability, and sent the nephew to his 
and America’s friend, Dr. Richard Price, 
with a letter in which he requested a list 
of books, to cost twenty-five pounds, 
giving preference to such works as incul- 
cate principles of sound religion and just 


are enough to give our Puritan ancestors 
reasonable right to a caveat against the 
claim that the free town library in Massa- 
chusetts is a modern invention. 

Some astute thinkers have dared 
to blame our boasted system of common- 
school education for its overstimulative 
processes. ‘They charge that the public 
schools, even of the lower grades, are 


‘Damon Memorial, Holden. — Gift of Hon. S. C. Gale. 


government. In the letter was the fol- 


lowing : 


“4 new town in the State of Massachusetts 
having done me the honor of naming itself after 
me, and proposing to build a steeple to their 
meeting-house if I would give them a bell, I have 
advised the sparing themselves the expense of a 
steeple for the present, and that they would accept 
of books instead of a bell, sense being preferable 
to sound. These are, therefore, intended as the 
commencement of a little parochial library for the 
use of a society of intelligent, respectable farmers, 
such as our country people generally consist of.” 


About ninety of the one hundred and 
sixteen volumes received in 1758 have 
survived, and add to the weight, if not to 
the circulation, of the present free public 
library of Franklin. Research might dis- 
cover many other examples of early 
libraries in New England, similar to 
those here noticed, but though few, these 


too often caricatures in little of the uni- 
versity, devoted to the alphabet of orna- 
mental accomplishments instead of simply 
furnishing, as they should, the initial 
training for social and political useful- 
ness, and that they are, therefore, waste- 
ful of youthful energy and enthusiasm, 
and unsatisfactory in moral and _ intel- 
lectual results. A rational remodelling 
of the methods of public instruction must 
sooner or later come, when some portion 
of the complex curriculum through «vhich 
all juvenile classes are now dragged will 
be left to the volition of such as are 
richest in mental endowments, or have 
developed special tastes, to pursue in 
academic institutions, the laboratory or 
the public library, where omnivorous 
cravings or dillettanteism can be indulged 
without fret of examination papers or the 
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persistent memorizing of verbiage. ‘The 
best education is self-education, that 
which follows the discipline of the school, 
being won from the study of books, man, 
and nature. But the public, despite the 
state’s happy experiment of fifty years 
ago, has been very slow to realize the 
fact that, while the town library fills its 
highest vocation as a social factor in the 
community, it can also be wisely managed 
so as to become a potential help to the 
free school, a co-ordinate power in our 
system of education. Many of our libra- 
rians as well as boards of library trustees 
have, for several years, been using the 
literary stores in their custody with a full 
understanding of this truth, and with 
noteworthy helpfulness to teachers and 
pupils. 

Induced by records of such experience, 


and directed to expend in the founding 
of a free library, in any town having 
none, the sum of one hundred dollars for 
books, whenever such town shall have 
formally accepted the provisions of the 
act, elected a board of trustees in accord- 
ance with the existing state laws relating 
to libraries, and satisfactonly provided for 
the care, custody, and distnbution of books. 
The act, in recognition of the disposition 
of mankind to esteem of little value that 
which has been won without labor or per- 
sonal sacrifice, stipulates that, to secure 
the state’s bounty, an annual appropria- 
tion must be made by the town of not 
less than $50 if its last assessed valua- 
tion was $1,000,000 or upward ; not less 
than $25, if said valuation was less than 
$1,000,000, and not less than $250,000 ; 
or not less than $15 if said valuation was 
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Nevins Memorial Library, Methuen. — Gift of Heirs of David Nevins. 


and other strong testimony to the educa- 
tional value of the public library, the 
legislature of Massachusetts, in 1890, 
created a commission, whose defined duty 
it is “to promote the establishment and 
efficiency of free public libraries.” The 
board, which consists of five members, 
appointees of the governor, has merely 
advisory powers so far as established in- 
stitutions are concerned, but is authorized 


less than $250,000. The commission 
serves without compensation, but is 
allowed $500 yearly for clerical assis- 
tance and incidental expenses. The 
present members of the commission 
are C. B. Tillinghast of the State 
Library (Chairman), Samuel S. Green 
of the Worcester Free Public Lib- 
rary, Henry S. Nourse of Lancaster, 
Miss E. P. Sohier of Beverly (Secretary), 
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Fitchburg Public Library.— Gift of Hon, Rodney Wallace. 


and Miss Anna E. Ticknor of Boston. 
The commissioners met for organization 
October 30, 1890, and issued an earnest 
appeal to the towns favored by the act. 
They hold regular meetings on the third 
Thursday of each month. Such legisla- 
tion as this of 1890 must, of course, meet 
the taunt that it is of the “ grandmother 
type,’ another advance in_ benevolent 
educational despotism on the part of the 
state, although it in no way disturbs 
local control and support, but hastens 


self-development by demanding local 
initiative as a prerequisite to the assis- 
tance granted. Already, in England, cer- 
tain political economists, under the head 
of Herbert Spencer, are bewailing the 
“burden of impotence being day by day 
laid on all classes by the perpetual fore- 
stalling of human endeavor in every con- 
ceivable relation of life.’ They bitterly 
protest against what, with a touch of 
peculiarly ingenious malice, is styled 
“the attempt of Free Library agitators 


Hingham Public Library.— Gift of Hon. Albert Fearing. 
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to make their own favorite form of re- 
creation a charge on the rates.’”’ But the 
arguments and objurgation of these in- 
dividualastphilosophers will hardly be 
listened to with patience in a democracy 
like ours —at least until we are prepared 
to indict as superfluous and _ tyrannical 
all state and municipal regulations which 
hamper private enterprise with the pur- 
pose of serving the common weal; until 
we are willing to abolish free education 
because ‘ extravagant,” tending to “de- 
grade the teacher to an automaton,” and 
interfering with “‘ parental responsibility ;’’ 
until we abandon our national postal 
system as a government monopoly, peren- 
nially borrowing from the public purse to 
meet its deficits. The dominant tenden- 
cies all point the other way. The critics 
will be very few who will care to charge 
that this novelty in Massachusett’s legisla- 
tion is a very radical advance towards 


state socialism, or deem it a mischievous 
intermeddling with individual effort. It 
does not obtrude aid ina way to paralyze 
local endeavor, but to encourage it. It 
is in direct sympathy with the clause in 


City Library, Springfield. 


elaborate one, giving a full review of past 
library legislation, and the present con- 
dition of municipal libraries, including a 
classification of them with reference to 
the provisions of the new law. It forms a 


the constitution which declares: ‘“ Wis- 
dom and knowledge, as well as virtue 
diffused generally among the body of 
people, being necessary for the preserva- 
tion of their mghts and liberties, and as 
these depend on spreading the opportuni- 
ties and advantages of education in the 
various parts of the country and among 
the different orders of people, it shall be 
the duty of legislators and magistrates in 
all future periods of this commonwealth 
to cherish the interests of literature and 
science, and all the seminaries of them.” 

The first annual report of the Free 
Public Library Commission covers the 
action of the board for three months 
only, and inasmuch as all steps in the 
main purpose of its creation had to await 
the motion of the interested towns at 
their regular March and April meetings, 
record of great progress was not to be 
expected. But the report is an unusually 
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volume of two hundred and ninety pages, 
contains numerous illustrations, and is 
full of interesting matter not readily 
accessible elsewhere. Its chief feature is 
a comprehensive historical study of ex- 
isting popular libraries, to which the 
chairman of the board has devoted long 
and careful labor. This includes brief 


selves for books. ‘This was due in great 
degree at least to the existence of 
numerous and excellent “ social libraries ”’ 
in all parts of the commonwealth. In 
the closing decade of the last century, 
one of the most promising signs of grow- 
ing prosperity, giving assurance that the 
oppressive burdens inherited from the 


Warren Public Library. 


records of the generosity of many in- 
dividuals who have founded such libraries, 
contributed liberally to their increase, or 
been prominent in the erection of build- 
ings for them. The “solvent power of 
free human initiative,’ which Herbert 
Spencer and his disciples laud so much, 
and claim to be ultimately potent for the 
removal of all obstacles that can beset the 
path of humanity’s advance, has done 
very much for Massachusetts in the 
founding of free institutions, religious and 
secular, charitable and educational. It is 
exactly forty years since its municipalities 


were specifically endued with the right to 


levy taxes upon their citizens for the 
building and maintenance of libraries. 
At first they were very slow to take ad- 
vantage of the privilege of taxing them- 
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long war for independence were fast dis- 
appearing, was the growth of library 
associations, until in each considerable 
village there was a group of readers and 
thinkers combined for the purchase of 
standard authors, which every one perused 
in his turn. The number and beneficial 
influence of these increased under the 
legislation of 1798 and 1806, which favored 
the incorporation of social library pro- 
prietors for the convenience of acquiring 
and managing property; and few towns 
but soon had one or more choice literary 
collections, cared for and slowly aug- 
mented by contributions and annual 
assessments paid by the shareholders. 
Quite often these were accessible to read- 
ers not proprietors, upon payment of a 
small fee per volume borrowed, or a 
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stated sum by the year, and a few 
of the more wealthy or liberal as- 
sociations sometimes offered their col- 
lection for reasonable public use with- 
out compensation. ‘The free library of 
Oakham is a rare survival of the latter 
class. 

A little before the middle of the present 
century there arose a marked increase of 
popular interest in better methods of 
farming and horticulture, which found 
expression in the organization of numer- 
ous local agricultural societies or clubs, 


and patriotic generosity of some citizen 
who would not wait for the slow move- 
ment of public opinion and town-meeting 
discussion. But the town libraries are 
few, upon the shelves of which there are © 
not many well-thumbed works of standard 
character, received as a legacy from col- 
lections which, though superseded, thus 
perpetuate their beneficent influence. 
The Library Act of 185 was the di- 
rect result of a doubt as to the legality 
of Wayland’s action in establishing its 
free library, which was opened to the 


Berkshire Athenaeum, Pittsfield. — Gift of Hon. Thomas Allen. 


each of which soon had its small accumula- 
tion of volumes devoted to the profes- 
sion that boasts itself as old as Adam. 
The social, district school, and agricul- 
tural club libraries, jointly and severally, 
laid the foundations of, and made pos- 
sible, the modern town library — the 
library of the people, fashioned to the 
needs and tastes of all classes, and free 
to all. The historic evolution was far 
from uniform. Sometimes, as in Ashby, 
the new institution seems to have been 
built upon the district libraries solely ; 
or, as in Sutton, upon the agricultural 
club’s collection as a nucleus. Far 
oftener it grew out of the social library, 
as in Harvard and Medford, or from the 
union of two, or all three classes, as in 
Framingham and Hatfield. Some sprang 
full panoplied from the wise forethought 


public August 7, 1850. Instead of pass- 
ing special legislation, as had been done 
for Boston in 1848, a general law was 
enacted.. New Bedford was the second 
town to take action under this law, and 
Southborough, the third, both in 1852, 
although the library of the former was 
not in use until 1853. Chicopee and 
Lunenburg established free libraries in 
1853, Boston, Groton, and Peabody in 
1854, Lenox, Beverly, Framingham, and 
Newburyport in 1855, Bolton, Harvard, 
Leominster, Medford, Wakefield, and Wo- 
burn in 1856. Now 175 of the 351 
towns and cities of Massachusetts pos- 
sess and wholly control libraries free for 
circulation to all their citizens; 28 have 
free libraries wherein the management 
is shared by the town with some asso- 
ciation of individuals, or with trustees 
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who hold their authority by terms of a 
special act of incorporation or under the 
provisions of a founder’s will; 22 have 
libraries free for circulation— with the 
exception of the Westfield Athenzeum, in 
which the books are free for use of the 


books of this richly endowed institution 
were free to the public to use only “on 
the premises,’”’ an annual fee of one dol- 
lar being required of those who desired 
the enjoyment of their home use. For 
fifteen years the associated founders of 


Temple Hall Library, Mashpee 


general public only in the reading-room 
—over which the municipality has no 
control, but which receive the aid of 
annual appropriations from the public 
treasury. In 21 towns there are free 
public hbraries, in the support and man- 
agement of which the municipality has 
no part. 

Besides the four classes thus desiy- 
nated, there is one other, which once 
had more numerous examples in the 
state, but is now represented only in the 
towns of Conway and Rockport. Early 
in the history of town libraries the at- 
tempt was sometimes made to derive an 
income from fees charged for the use of 
books, copying the custom among the 
old-time social libraries. The fee, how- 
ever insignificant, of course shuts out 
from the privileges of the institution a 
majority of those who most need what 
the public library can and should give, 
and is therefore no true economy. Of 
this the records of the City Library of 
Springfield afford a remarkable illustra- 


“tion. Until within a very few years the 


the library labored to secure such appro- 
priations from the city as would warrant 
extension of privilege to the circulation 
of books. The desired end was at length 
attained May 25, 1885. At that date, 
under the fee system, in this wealthy city 
of over 37,000 inhabitants, having 55,000 
volumes in its public library, there were 
but 1100 card holders, and the circulation 
was 41,000 volumes. Within a_ year 
thereafter, the card holders of the free 
library numbered over 7,000 and the 
circulation of books had risen to 154,- 
ooo. So extraordinary an increase of 
usefulness was no less astonishing than 
gratifying to those who had long argued 
that a more liberal policy would bear 
fruits far outweighing the few hundreds 
of dollars collected in fees, and that the 
necessary increase in expenditure would 
prove in every way a sound business in- 
vestment. The experience of other 
towns wherein a restrictive system has 
given place to entirely free circulation 
has invariably been similar to that of 
Springfield. The two towns that retain 
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tlie fee system cannot too soon imitate 
the majority. 

Of the 248 public libraries hereimbetore 
classified, most of the smaller and some 
of the larger occupy rooms in_ buildings 
partly devoted to other uses, usually the 
town hall; but for fully one-half the 
whole number special accommodations 
have been provided, at an aggregate cost, 
including two or three not yet completed, 
of over $4,600,000. Several are so roy- 
ally domiciled as to afford a liberal edu- 
cation in architecture to the communities 
about them. The buildings as a class are 
among the most tasteful in the common- 
wealth, many of them being from happy 


absorbed. ‘They vary in style of construc- 
tion through all orders of architecture, 
from the plain, rectangular edifice of 
brick known as the Cushman Library of 
Bernardston, the octagonal Goodnow 
Library of Sudbury, the little cubical 
fire-proof building of native stone given 
to the town of Cummington by the 
poet Bryant, to those elaborate and 
picturesque piles of massive masonry 
which owe their being to the genius 
of the great architect, H. H. Rich. 
ardson, at Easton, Malden, Quincy, and 
Woburn.! They vary no less in their 
interior finish and furniture than in their 
exterior constructive features. The un- 


Sawyer Free Library, Gloucester. — Gift of Samuel F. Sawyer. 


designs of noted architects. ‘They vary in 
costliness from the little wooden structure 
built for the native Indian community of 
Mashpee by the Temple Hall Library 
and Reading-room Association, in 1888, 
at a cost of $1,500, to the many-roomed 
palace of wrought stone which fronts upon 
Copley Square in Boston, in which, though 
incomplete, about $2,000,o00 have been 


adorned simplicity of the many, that pre- 


1The Woburn Library was the subjec: | a special article, 
fully illustrated, entitled ‘‘A Model Village Library,” in 
the New ENGLanpD MaGazine for February, 1890. Views 
of the Easton, Malden, and Quincy libraries, as well as 
others mentioned here, will appear in connection with 
other articles in the magazine, which is the reason why they 
are not here inserted. A view of the Mancheer library 
appeared in the last number of the magazine. The pur- 
pose of the present illustrations 1s not to show the finest 
library buildings in the state, although some of the finest 
are included, so much as the various types of buildings.— 
Evitor. . 
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tend only to give convenient shelter and 
shelving for books, is in marked contrast 
with the sumptuous fittings in hard woods 
marbles and metal, the luxurious appoint- 
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ae 


and so useful in its object lessons, that it 
is strange to find that very few towns have 
such a museum. In the larger cities, 
and wherever there exist local historical, 


DTarinas UnNT-wonwncy Aaw Lier Det? > 


| ments and artistic decorations of such 

; memorial halls as those of Manchester, 
Methuen, Northampton, and Fitchburg. 
In Barnstable, Chelsea, Duxbury, and 
Gloucester, private residences have been 
adapted, quite successfully, to library 
uses, the spacious grounds about them 
rs adding a charming setting too often lack- 
. ing in the site of town buildings. The 
library buildings or halls in twelve towns 
— Acton, Andover, Bridgewater, Canton, 
Foxborough, Framingham, Lancaster, 
Leicester, Milford, Northampton, North 
Reading, and Palmer — are dedicated to 
the memory of the soldiers of the lo- 
cality who gave their lives for théir coun- 
try in the Rebellion, thus appropriately 
serving as permanent lessons in patriot- 
ism. Among the city libraries, a few of 
those most richly endowed by the bene- 
factions of individuals have special rooms 
devoted to art collections. The most 
noteworthy of this class are those of 
Cambridge, Fitchburg, Woburn, Malden, 
Gloucester, and Pittsfield. The estab- 
lishment of a museum accessory to the 
library, containing local relics illustrative 
of New England domestic life in colonial 
or revolutionary days, miscellaneous me- 
morials of historic persons, events or 
es epochs, and cabinets of minerals, birds, 
collections from all the departments of 
Nature’s realms, curiosities from foreign 
countries, etc., offers so permanent an 
attraction, and one so easily attainable 
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Public Library, Boston. 


antiquarian, or scientific societies, the 3 
purposes of the museum are best served “z 
by such associations. Thus in Deerfield, “4 
under the wise and enthusiastic leader- “8 
ship of the Hon. George Sheldon, the 
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association a 
has accumulated and appropriately pre- “M 
serves specimens of the clothes, furniture, ; 
farmer’s and mechanic’s tools, kitchen 
utensils, weapons of war and chase, prod- S 
ucts of home industries, scores of arti- 2 
cles such as now are, or are becoming, “4 
very rare, which tell of vanished customs, 
revolutionized labor, and all the struggles 
and economies of that primitive rural 
life which developed New England patri- 
otism, wealth, and independence. Such 
records of our ancestors’ daily thought and 4 
work disclose a mode of living almost as : 
foreign to the youth of to-day as the i 
civilization of Pompeii, or the commun- 
ism of the aboriginal Nipmucs ; and they 
have not only their anthropological inter- 
est to the student, but a patriotic and 
educational value to the people of all 
classes. For the unstudious youth they 
do more than supplement printed history 
and inherited tradition,—they “create 
a soul under the ribs of death.’’ Little r 
museums of greater or less historic and 
scientific interest add to the perennial at- os 
tractiveness, and sensibly extend the use- 

fulness, of the libraries in Ashfield, Becket, aa 
Bridgewater, Hingham, Lancaster, Lex- 4 
ington, and Wayland. 
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find that very few towns have 
eum. In the larger cities, 
r there exist local historical, 
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the museum are best served 
ciations. Thus in Deerfield, 
ise and enthusiastic leader- 
Hon. George Sheldon, the 
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Besides the annual expenditures met 
by appropriations from the tax levies, 
which amount to about $400,000, the 
income of over $2,000,000 in endowment 
and special funds is available for the pur- 
chase of books and support of the public 
libraries of Massachusetts. The number 
and amount of endowment funds, no less 
than the number of library buildings 
which have been erected as memorials 
of individuals or families, clearly point 
to the fact that the “free initiative,” 
even in New England, is not always the 
intelligent vote of a town-meeting accept- 
ing a financial burden for the public good. 
Quite as often it is the generous impulse 
of some individual, one resolved to jus- 
tify to the world his possession of super- 
abundant wealth, or who seeks to secure 
for himself or those dear to him grateful 
and imperishable remembrance. En- 
dowments and bequests have not been 
more numerous than might have been 
anticipated, and they may be expected to 
increase as wealth and taste and general 
culture increase ; for it would be difficult 
to imagine a cenotaph more permanently 
conspicuous, and yet popularly useful, 
than that assured by the gift of a memo- 
rial structure, consecrated in the donor’s 
name to the gathering and garnering of 
deathless relics of genius, which genera- 
tion after generation will make the goal 
or resting place of their daily walks. 
The name of Munroe will not soon fade 
from the people’s memory in Concord, 
nor that of Winn be forgotten in Woburn. 
The Ames family will long have honor in 
Easton, the Nevins in Methuen. Con- 
verse will ever be a household word in 
Malden, Wallace in Fitchburg, Clapp in 
Belchertown, Thayer in Braintree, Wilde 
in Acton, Rindge in Cambridge, Robbins 
in Arlington, Heywood in Gardner, Gale 
and Damon in Holden ; and many another 
name has won undying local respect, at 
least, thrqugh well-considered beneficence. 

In the 248 public libraries of the state 
referred to in the classification previously 
given, there are 2,468,000 volumes, besides 
pamphlets ; or one and one-ninth books 


. for each man, woman, and child of the 


248 towns and cities owning them. The 
old town of Lancaster has long boasted 
possession of one of the best selected 


libraries as well as the largest library in 
proportion to its population in the com- 
monwealth. It now has 11,776 pam- 
phlets and 21,585 bound books — that 
is, over ten bound volumes for each soul 
of the town. It has an annual circulation 
ef between six and seven volumes to each 
Mhhabitant, or 29 to each family. This 
library is supported chiefly by town ap- 
propriations, but has trust funds amount- 
ing to $8,200. Phillipston’s free library, 
with 5000 volumes, ranks next in ratio of 
books to population, having also about 
ten bound books to each citizen. This 
prominence it owes in part to the endow- 
ment fund of $5,000 received in 1860 
from Jonathan Phillips— for the town 
makes no appropriation for books — and 
partly to that persistent decrease in pop- 
ulation, which is so sadly universal in 
exclusively agricultural towns through 
which no railway passes. This decrease 
for the period of thirty years is over 
thirty-three per cent, a ratio of loss ex- 
ceeded by but one town in Worcester 
County, and by but very few in the state. 
In Sudbury, the Goodnow Library having 
nearly 11,000 volumes, the ratio is about 
nine books to each inhabitant of the town. 
An endowment fund of $20,000 gives it 
this rank, as the income of this only is 
devoted to the library’s maintenance. 
In Cummington the Bryant Free Library 
has over eight volumes for each of the 
inhabitants, and Nahant shows the same 
proportion. Bernardston, with a fund of 
$10,000, has six volumes to each soul; 
Concord with funds amounting to 333,- 
ooo, Wayland, Petersham, and ‘Tyngs- 
borough have each five; Weston, Little- 
ton, Lincoln, Lexington, and Hubbards- 
ton four volumes respectively to each soul 
within their limits. ‘The records of cir- 
culation are very defective, and it is not 
certain that a uniform method of reporting 
the facts has been adopted by librarians. 
Moreover the various local conditions 
affecting the public use of privileges 
offered are important factors to be con- 
sidered. Hence a comparison of the 
statements of various librarians would be 
of very doubtful value. It may be in- 
ferred, in a general way, that the circum- 
stances most favorable to a large home 
circulation are not so much a great num- 
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ber of volumes in proportion to the num- 
ber of families having access to them, or 
the high average culture of the people, 
but a concentration of population, the 
frequent accession of new literature, 
opening the library every day and even- 
ing, and a liberal recognition of the pop- 
ular and juvenile tastes. The hill town, 
with its widely scattered households and 
a library which is open only on Saturday 
afternoons — or, as is reported to be the 
fact in one such town, like the Sabbath 
School library open only on Sunday 
noons — with seventy-five per cent, per- 
haps, of its reading matter standard au- 
thors antedating the last war, cannot 
expect to boast a circulation of books 
comparable with that which is so often 
reported from a compact village where 
the library, with its cozy reading-room 
attached, is open three hundred days in 
the year, and fifty per cent of its shel- 
ving is devoted to the latest fiction. illus- 
trated juveniles and periodicals. Given 
a thickly settled community in which 
youthful humanity predominates, as is 
often the case in a manufacturing town, 
and all that is necessary in order to ob- 
tain a phenomenal circulation is to in- 
clude in the annual accessions an undue 
proportion of sensational or flashy novels. 
The social library of half a century or 
more ago was wont to assign the proprie- 
tors a six weeks’ lease of the volume 
borrowed, which fact gives some true 
indication of the leisurely manner of 
reading then in vogue, a manner which 
the book devourers of to-day may at 
least excuse, for the culture it produced. 
Now a third part of six weeks is the 
longest time most book borrowers desire 
for the conquest of an octavo, and many 
librarians restrict the loan of any very 
popular new work to a single week. By 
the Baconian dictum, “some books are 
to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and 
some few to be chewed and digested.” 
The patrons of the old social libraries 
mostly read to digest, but in the free 
public library the tasters demand most 
attention. It is the taster that swells the 
circulation. Fortunately, from this class, 
by the normal development of the appe- 
tite for reading when means for its qutebe 


grelefication are accessible, the army of book 
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lovers and students of literature is largely 
recruited. 


With such variety in the administrative 
boards as the classification of public libra=~* 


ries before given discloses, it is inevitable 
that there should be found very variable 
economy of management. ‘Those trustees 
who are subject to the jealous watchful- 
ness of the tax payer are less likely to 
be wasteful in their expenditure of mu- 
nicipal appropriations than those who 
expend the income of private endow- 
ments. Experience also tends to show 
that the library wholly under municipal 
control is more likely to be popularly 
useful thin the one independent of the 
town-meeting ; and though the literary 
standard may not be kept quite so high 
as it would be by an incorporated associ- 
ation, it is not often seriously degraded. 
If, as occasionally happens, personal ani- 
mosities or local politics have an untoward 
influence in the selection of trustees, any 
check from this cause will be but tem- 
porary. As at the festival of Apollo in 
Delos of old all hostile thoughts were 
banished as a profanation of the sacred 
rites, and Greek and Persian reverentially 
joined in the common cult, so into the pub- 
lic library the fume of faction rarely 
enters. It is the one spot sacred to 
peace. The cost of administration in 
the smaller towns generally seems to be 
reduced to its lowest terms, while among 
the larger municipalities an instance can 
occasionally be found where but a meagre 
Share of a generous appropriation adds 
interest or weight to the book shelves 
and reading tables; an extravagant per 
centage having been lavished upon need- 
lessly fine catalogues and high-salaried or 
numerous assistants, employed in the 
development and support of an elaborate 
system, where simple, inexpensive meth- 
ods would serve the public as well or 
better. Sometimes a year’s income, or a 
sum that would give from five hundred to 
a thousand volumes to the library, is 
wasted upon the printing and binding of 
a catalogue, which the people are ex- 
pected to purchase at cost, but which 
experience proves must be given away, 
or three-fourths of the edition will remain 
stored in some corner, soon to become 
superannuated and about as useful as the 
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same weight of last year’s almanacs. 
Such costly enterprises, if undertaken at 
all, are legitimate only in libraries the 
income of which is not only extraordinary 
but derived from other sources than tax- 
ation. The card catalogue, with manu- 
script lists of additions poséd/ in the 
library, and cheaply printed annual but- 
letins of accessions, is all that is needfull 
in the majority of towns. 

In the cities, the question of opening 
the library on Sunday afternoons is one 
that merits and has excited much debate. 
The Worcester Free Public Library was 
the first to try the experiment of admit- 
ting the people to its reading-room and 
to the use of books for reference, on 
Sunday. This it did as early as Decem- 
ber, 1872. But seven other cities are 


—~known to have followed Worcester’s ex- 


ample. These are Boston, Brockton, 
Chelsea, New Bedford, Pittsfield, Salem, 
and Springfield. The town of Belmont, 
after a trial of about eight years, has 
recently abandoned the custom, it being 
the unanimous decision of the trustees 
“that the benefit derived by the public 
was not sufficient to warrant the expense 
incurred in the employment of a suitable 
care-taker.’’ In Worcester, every Sun- 
day, from two hundred to three hundred 
persons avail themselves of the privileges 
extended them, and the resulting benefit 
to individuals and to the city is reported 
to be obvious and eminently satisfactory. 

There were in Massachusetts, when the 
first report of the Library Commission 
was published, one hundred and three 
towns in which there was no library freely 
open to the public. But of these towns 
Washington has coequal rights with 
Becket in the library and reading-room 
known as the Atheneum, in the latter 
locality ; Bradford has an association in- 
corporated and a fund accumulating for 
the purpose of establishing a free library 
“in the near future’’; Marshfield has a 
foundation and building fund for library 
purposes, which will become available in 
1892; Brewster, Nantucket, and Shel- 
burne have within their bounds valuable 
libraries now open to the public upon 
payment of an annual fee. Many other 
towns in the list have small association 
libraries supported by annual payment or 


subscriptions. ‘Thirty-five have at their 
late town meetings accepted the statute 
provisions which entitle them to the ap- 
propriation promised from the state ; and 
the Free Public Library Commissioners 
are busy in the work of studying the 
peculiar needs and local conditions of 
these towns— for each furnishes a dis- 
tinct problem—and_ have already col- 
lected and forwarded the books which are 
to constitute the foundations of 28 new 
libraries. The total population of the 103 
towns, by the census of 1890, was 131,102. 
Only 11 of them had a population of 
over 2,500 each, and 52 had: less than 
1,000 each. Classed by counties, 19 are 
of Berkshire, 13 of Hampden, 11 of 
Hampshire, 10 of Bristol, 9 of Franklin, 
8 of Essex, 7 of Plymouth, 7 of Barn- 
stable, 5 of Norfolk, 5 out of the 6 towns 
of Dukes, 4 of Middlesex, 4 of Worcester 
and Nantucket. A majority are examples 
of that much-to-be-lamented decadence in 
prosperity which each census emphasizes 
anew —the blight that threatens the in- 
dependent existence of those smaller 
rural towns which lie on the hill slopes 
away from the great highways of human 
intercourse, or possess no watercourses 
suitable to drive the wheels of manufac- 
ing industries. Several are coast towns, 
without harbors to entice commerce or a 
soil that rewards agriculture. The heart 
and soul of these little democracies, the 
native youth, year by year are wiled away 
to the industrial and commercial centres, 
leaving a heavier burden in life for those 
remaining behind to bear. If the free 
library is an added inducement to con- 
tent in the young, one that can serve, 
even in the smallest degree, to restrain 
this exodus from a life which is patriotism’s 
best school, the state’s small expenditure 
in its behalf is made in pursuance of the 
wisest policy. 

The results of the step in educational 
legislation which Massachusetts has taken 
in advance of her sister commonwealths 
will be watched with great interest through- 
out the republic. Already New Hamp- 
shire and New York have taken prelim- 
inary action in the same direction. Others 
will follow if the success here equals its 
present promise ; for at no time in the , 
history of the republic has it been more 
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evident that the permanency of our in- 
stitutions and national character rests 
upon the average culture of the people 
— their intelligence in the management 
of their own government. ‘That culture 
‘must be self-culture — an education com- 
ing after the teachings of the common 
schools, wisdom gained by experience 
of life, personal labor and thought, 
aided by what other men have lived and 
labored and thought, as it has been told 
in books. ‘The free public library becomes 
therefore a national need, to create and 
encourage a love for reading as one 
efficient means in raising the standard of 
public intelligence. Its power is greater 
here than in other countries, because the 
free school has fitted all classes to become 
readers, and all are ready to yield to the 
stimulus and enjoy the means of gratifica 
tion when set before them. 

To attempt, in the founding of free 
libraries, to impose any inflexible plan 
upon our New England towns, with their 
varying social conditions, would be neither 
easy nor judicious. ‘The local situation 
and present or possible heritage affect 
even the proper selection of a list of 
books. 3ut there are certain general 
principles which may be formulated, 
some of which deserve especial considera- 
tion, from the fact that they are practically 
ignored in a large proportion of existing 
town libraries. ‘Those who would build 
wisely a free library in the average rural 
village will begin by catering to the ap- 
petites and digestion of those they wish 
to benefit. They will aim to win the 
attention and good-will of their audience 
before lecturing it about the higher cul- 
ture. ‘They will innocently amuse before 
too anxiously striving to instruct. They 
will try to entice the many into the habit 
of reading, in the sure hope that while 
the moiety may never rise above super- 
ficialities, a few will acquire sound literary 
taste, become at least thinkers, if not 
scholars, or be stimulated to noble aims 
in life ; while all will be stirred to greater 
mental activity, or derive pleasant relief 
from tedium and care. From its founda- 
tion such a public library should be 
especially rich in lessons of patriotism 
directed to the young; for the hope, 
the very life, of republican institutions 
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hang upon the patriotic enthusiasm of its 
youth. 

In many a Massachusetts town, if the 
student seeks for full details of its early 
political growth, for the stories of its 
founders and military or civic heroes, 
for even the writings of its dead authors, 


unless they are very famous, he must 
go to the musty manuscnpt archives 
at the state house and county re- 


gistry, and to the great granaries of the 
historical and antiquarian societies,— any- 
where but to the shelves of the town’s 
own library. ‘This is not as it should be. 
The town library fails in one of the most 
important reasons for its being, if it does 
not become a treasury of local history 
and biography, a popular repository of 
anything procurable, whether printed 
page, manuscript, or picture, that tells 
aught of the trials and pluck of the town’s 
pioneers; that serves to illustrate the 
social, intellectual, and religious move- 
ments among its people; that preserves 
faithful record of accidents and incidents, 
saying and doings, amusements and _ in- 
dustries, manners and customs. ‘The 
garnering of such local matter need cost 
but little. ‘The most valuable part of it, 
perhaps, will be gleanings of one or two 
enthusiastic searchers in the few old 
attics that were not ravaged during the 
rebellion to feed the mordacious paper 
mill. From a dark corner in such a gar- 
ret, not many months ago, was brought to 
light, with many another unique local, a 
parchment-bound volume of ancient 
parish records, inestimable in value to 
town and church history. But the bulk 
of discoveries will be of “ unconsidered 
trifles..’ Even these rarely fail to tell 
something about the lives, thoughts, or 
deeds of the Fathers. And what is his- 
tory, whether it be of town or of an age, 
but a procession of trifles seen from an 
exalted standpoint? A chronologically 
arranged collection of olden-time waifs 
and estrays, such as can be gathered by a 
little, well-directed diligence in any old 
town, will prove of more abiding interest 
in a town library than most modern 
novels, besides subserving more useful 
purpose, as a mirror reflecting the man- 
ners of the past far more clearly than 
many a solid octavo. A like collection 
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of ephemeral printed locals of the da;, 
judiciously preserved from the waste- 
basket, will grow more and more valuable 
with the march of years, and a century 
hence rank as historic treasure. It isa 
good rule to accept every gift of book or 
pamphlet offered. Pamphlets can be 
simply classified and tied in bundles, or 
kept in pasteboard boxes. [Duplicates 
can be made very useful by exchanges 
with other libraries. ‘The worthless or 
worse can be condemned to their proper 
limbo ; but there should be a conserva- 
tive hesitation in even classing things 
merely trivial as worthless. Books of the 
controversial type, if given place, should 
always come by gift, not by purchase 


from the tax paid by the people. ‘The 
reading public will, directly or indirectly, 
dictate in some degree what books shall 
be bought for their free library ; but for 
every two or three shelves filled by pur- 
chase, another will be needed for gifts 
and gleanings, if the librarian and trustees 
in charge are properly enthusiastic and 
wise in their work. But diligence in 
accumulation is of less importance than 
discretion in the choice of books. For 
the builders of the town library should 
never forget that it is a part of the 
American scheme of free education; it 
is to become, in the prophetic words of 
George Ticknor, “the crowning glory of 
our public schools.” 
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